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• Practice good hygiene by frequently washing hands

• Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible

• Avoid Social Gatherings in groups of more than 10 people

• Put distance between yourself and other people (Note: CDC defines close contact as within 6 ft.)

Based on the  guidelines above, traditional sandbagging operations,  which includes the bag filling operations as well 
as the bag placement, may not be feasible, since they are manually intensive and require individuals to be in close 
proximity. Hence, if you support community sandbagging, you could be placing your volunteers at risk for 
contracting and spreading the virus. While many communities are instructing people to stay at home if they have 
even a few of the symptoms, the WHO reports that “Most estimates of the incubation period for COVID-19 range 
from 1-14 days, most commonly around five days.“  Hence your volunteers may have been exposed, but not yet 
showing symptoms when they volunteer. This could place your community at greater risk for the spread of the 
virus.   

In addition, if your community does flood and people evacuate, since the recommendations are to keep social 
gatherings at 10 or less, do you have shelters that you can safely place people with out increasing their risk of 
exposure and spread of COVID-19?  

Unfortunately, this is a complicated situation and in order to respond to a flood event, your community  may have 
to compromise on the recommendations for your response to containing COVID-19. Hence, the Flood Mitigation 
Industry Association encourages community leaders and individuals to consider solutions alternative to sandbagging 
such as rapidly deployable or pre-staged flood barriers that are less manually intensive to deploy. These strategies 
could not only make your flood fight easier but also reduce your communities risk the spread of COVID-19. In 
addition this could reduce your risk exposure of additional complications such as water supply issues if your water 
treatment facilities are inundated as well as the stress load on emergency responses and health care workers if they 
also have to treat flood victims in addition to  COVID-19 patients.  

We at the Flood Mitigation Industry Association are happy to assist in providing your community solutions and 
supplier contact information to ease your flood flight challenges to allow you to focus on the COVID-19 
response. Please feel free to contact us at  (985) 273-9590 or email info@floodmitigationindustry.org.

“To create more flood resilient communities by advocating for flood mitigation and policy change.” 

COVID-19 Recommendations Could 
Impact Your 2020 Flood Fight

The World Health Organization and the US CDC are encouraging social distancing and limiting group sizes. The goal 
is to contain the spread of COVID-19 and reduce the risk of exposure to ultimately “flatten the curve” and 
decrease the stress load on emergency responders and the medical community. While recommendations vary, as 
of March 16, 2020 ,the US guidance which was issued in collaboration of the White House and CDC Include: 
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